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Family of Diboll man who dled in Nacogdoches ]all custody

seeking answers

By JESS -i_—'I_LIFFfT he Lufkin Da_ily News
Dec 18, 2021 |

: 'The family of a Diboll man wha died while in the custody of the Nac{:-gdnches Caunty Ja;l is seeking answers abnut his death, accurdmg tn a press release from Paul

Andersnn the family's atturney

Jose Loredo was convicted of felony dri#ing while intoxicated and was _awai'ting_ transfer to the state prison system when he fell, according to earlier reporting by The

Nacngdﬂche_s Daily Sentinel.

The: Nacugduches County Shertﬂ*'s Dfﬁce said he fell while alune In hlﬁ iail cell and was found with a br-:::-ken neck t::rn Oct. 3. Nacogdﬂches Memorial Hospital ﬂpEFﬂtEd on

himthat evenlng. but he r:lied on Nov. 18 after life suppurt was removed,

"The famliv of Jose Loredo beheue the Na{:ngdm:hes Cﬂurm;ar Jaul its officers and nfﬁclals should be held at:r:t;runta ble for the tr'auma it inflicts on lnmates most especially

those with mental health or substance abuse i issues who continue to be held in Jall without prnper treatment Andersun said.

"The family of Jose Loredo has notified the county of Nacngduches, Texas, of its Intent to isue, hnt just for the unnecessary death of their father, but to inform the public
and lawmakers about civil rights violations, structural racism and the punitive attitudés underlying the treatment and medical neglect occurring inside the Nac:}gdnchas

County Jail."

Sheriff Jason Bridges dnes rmt belteve mmates inthe CDUT‘I'W }EH[ are bEI ng treated mappruprlately but said there 5 an muestlgatlnn nngmng ancE it would reveal the fat:ts

of the matter

“An investigatmn is being canducted a real muestlgatmn not aliegatmns such as what may I:-e being made by (the L-:rredﬂ family's) attnrney a real investigation by an

lndepenclent attorney, and thﬂse facts will be handed tu the dlstrlct HttGFHEY 5 ufﬁce he sald

Anderson alleges that Loredo’s farmlv was nnt nutlﬁed fur several days after his 5urge ry, that he was a quadrlplegl-: and required ventllatmn and that the family was

denied access tn Lnredn by Sherlff‘s office deputles

“Mr. Loredo went to the hospital, his son .w:as contacted ~ he has other éihl-ings" We.did set Et_up'fc-r his family, which is not a normal procedure, to start visiting their father

in the hospital,” Bridges said.

It took about aweek for the visitation to be made available, though Eridges wasn't entiréf? sure on the timeline for the visitation, he said. But a family member of Bridges

was notified that day _-:::f thei_m:ident, he said.



JF * - "His family was able to visit him in the hospital, even his attorney was able te visit him at the heeeitel,. eht:_l they did so on several eceeeiene_." Bridges said,

The family tasked Anderson withinvestigating the conditions and eireumeteneee at th'e jail that caused the injeriee leading to Lorado’s death, Anderson states in his press

release,

“The femlly is seeking medu:el records they believe will show their father was wrenglv and mepprepnetely dlegneeed with schizeehrenle while In custody of the

Neeegdeehes County Jail, then preeerlbed a peychear;twe drug: thet eeused his injuries,” the re[eese etetee
Bridges could not eeniment on the family’s ellegetiene regErdTng the ﬁiedieel diegneeis hecause it would violate HIPAA laws, he said.

Lerede s children also are asking fer answer's from the heepltei eheut the surgery th et resulted in Lerede s paralysis. They say in the releese that they were not notified of

Lorado’'s condition or gwen a ehanee to dleeuee his medleel eare

"Anytlme we have artin- euetedv death, the Texas Rangers come in and II'WEStIgEttE that,’ Bndges said. "We cie an mternel mveet:getlen to see if any pehmes or procedures

were violated within our agency.

“The Texas Rangers do acriminal investigation to see how the death occurred; that information is given to the district attorney’s office to see if there was any negligence

or erlminel activity which led to his death

The internal inveetigetien showed no policy violations, he said. But the department will act eepreprietelv'if the Texas Rangers investigation does find wrengdeing,_ he said.

The department has various respenses to eltuetlene based on evidence presented Speeklng generall*,r. Brldgee said a small offense including not ehewmg up for wark

would resultina meetlng wlth Ieedershlp, but amajor vieletlen mcludlng stealang from werk could result in ecl mmletret ve Ieeve while an mueetlgetfen is conducted and

possible termination. -
"There are a whole slew of policy violations we have, from minor policy vioiations to major policy violations,” he said.

He promised to remain trenepefeht as the situation progresses and said he would not bermit inmates to be treated _Wrenglv in the county jail.

Jess Huff’s email address is jess huff@lufkindailynews.com.
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